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Corridor Planning Guidebook 
Status

We are working on a Draft Corridor Planning Guidebook.

We are incorporating feedback from the July CTC-Caltrans 
Workshops before being released.

A “public discussion draft” is intended to be released in a timely manner 
after the September workshops to provide opportunity to further align the 
Guidebook with comments received at the workshops.

The goal is to align the Guidebook with the CTC Guidelines.
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Corridor Planning Guidebook 
Schedule

CTC-Caltrans public workshops in September to solicit 
comments on the corridor planning process from partners.

Finalize and release draft Guidebook in early October for 
public review. 

Integrate public comments into Guidebook in November.

Final Guidebook expected December or January.
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Discussion Topics

The 
following 

are 
discussion 

topics to 
solicit input 

on key 
corridor 

planning 
elements:

1. What is a corridor?  How do we 
define it?

2. Do we have the correct Emphasis 
Areas (discussed later in this 
presentation)?

3. Provide input on the mechanisms of 
partnering – how should we best 
coordinate efforts?
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Policy - Process - Product

Policies come from existing plans and other 
sources like legislation for example, that give 
direction, strategies, goals, and targets. 

Process is the how-to guide to complete 
products.  The corridor planning guidebook is 
the how-to for corridor planning. 

Product is the outcome of the process, a 
comprehensive corridor plan that represents 
a sustainable framework of needs. 
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Guidebook Elements

The following are the major sections of the Guidebook.

State, Regional, and Local Corridor Planning Policy 
Framework

Eight-Step Corridor Planning Process

Key Corridor Planning Emphasis Areas
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Corridor Planning Policy 
Approach

Collaboration and 
Communication

Identify and 
Prioritize Corridors

Multi-disciplinary 
and Multi-

organizational 
Corridor Team

State, Tribal, 
Regional, and Local 

Plans - Asset 
Management 

(SHOPP)

Leverage Funding
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What is a Corridor?
The following is an example of a definition from a USDOT 
sponsored paper:

➢“A largely linear geographic band defined by existing and 
forecasted travel patterns involving both people and goods.  The 
corridor serves a particular travel market or markets that are 
affected by similar transportation needs and mobility issues.  The 
corridor includes various networks (e.g., limited access facility, 
surface arterial(s), transit, bicycle, pedestrian pathway, 
waterway) that provide similar or complementary transportation 
functions.  Additionally, the corridor includes cross-network 
connections that permit the individual networks to be readily 
accessible from each other.  The term “network” is used to denote 
a specific combination of facility and mode.”
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Corridor Planning Emphasis 
Areas

Throughout the Corridor Planning process there must be 
equal and equitable consideration of issues that address 
transportation system performance and quality of life.

21 Emphasis Areas

• Accessibility, Active Transportation, Asset Management, Broadband, 
Climate Change, Connected & Automated Vehicles, Emerging Technologies, 
Environmental, Freight & Goods Movement, Health, Housing Land Use 
& Place Types, Livability, Multimodal Integration, Safety & Worker Safety, 
Smart Highways/Infrastructure, Smart Mobility, Sustainability, System 
Operations and Performance, Transit and Passenger Rail, Transportation 
System Management and Operations, Zero Emission Vehicles, etc.
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Emphasis Area Examples

Freight/Goods 
Movement

Active 
Transportation

Accessibility
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Corridor Planning Process
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Key Corridor Plan Elements
✓ Demonstrate Caltrans and Regional/Local partnership
✓ Short, medium and long-term planning horizon (up to 25 years)
✓ Identifies specific corridor objectives
✓ Considers multimodal approaches to address system deficiencies
✓ Evaluates performance impacts of recommended projects and strategies
✓ Considers a range of performance metrics
✓ Recommends and prioritizes improvements that feed into Caltrans System 

Planning processes, transportation funding programs and the regional 
transportation planning process

✓ Consistent with the principles of the federal Congestion Management 
Process

✓ Informed by the principles of the California Transportation Plan (CTP) and 
Caltrans’ Smart Mobility Framework
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Travel Analysis Tool Selection

• Range of Analysis Tool Options:  Sketch Planning to Micro-simulation

• Travel Demand Models, Macro- and Meso-level tools, specialized tools
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Caltrans Corridor Planning Guidebook:
Comments and Questions

Send Comments by September 21 To:
CaltransCorridorPlanning@dot.ca.gov

Scott Sauer, Chief
Office of Multimodal System Planning 
Division of Transportation Planning
scott.sauer@dot.ca.gov
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